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required to ignite their creativity, imagination 
and interest. Children embrace her caring de-
meanor and rise to meet her high academic 
standards. 

Mrs. Lance brings a special set of skills into 
her class of first and second graders. She 
never asks a child to do something they can’t 
do and has a knack for bringing out the best 
in every student. 

Student success is her top priority. Her re-
ward is seeing students grow and learn. She 
truly cares about each and every student. Mrs. 
Lance meets their needs at every level: edu-
cational, emotional, and spiritual. Children in 
her class are treated with respect and learn 
the value of kindness and decency. I com-
mend her efforts to provide a rich, intellectu-
ally stimulating environment in which children 
learn the vital skills required to be successful 
in our society. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Marilyn Lance on her selection as New 
York State Teacher of the Year. Also, please 
join me in wishing her the very best of luck in 
the upcoming National Teacher of the Year 
competition.
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Mr. MCINNES. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the winner of the 
2000 Wayne N. Aspinall Water Leader of the 
Year Award, Mr. John Porter. 

Water is a very important issue to the State 
of Colorado. Coloradans have to be very sen-
sitive to issues dealing with water and water 
rights, to ensure that those rights are pro-
tected. This award represents a person who 
has dealt with water issues to the best of his 
ability to ensure the best interests of Colorado 
water. 

John Porter has been the General Manager 
of the Dolores Water Conservancy District 
since 1982. As a result of John’s management 
of the District and the Project, the Dolores 
Project is one of the most efficient water 
projects in the Upper Colorado Region. From 
developing programs to save water for 
irrigators, to developing trust between com-
peting interests, John has always had a posi-
tive outlook and a willingness to discuss the 
issues, no matter how difficult. 

John Porter has devoted his life to water in-
terests, first as a farmer, and for the last eight-
een years as Manager of the Dolores Water 
Conservancy District. John’s commitment to 
the beneficial use and conservation of Colo-
rado’s water resources has garnered him a 
well deserved reputation as a ‘‘water leader’’ 
in the State of Colorado. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer this tribute in honor of Mr. John Porter. 
He is most deserving of the honor of the 
Wayne N. Aspinall Water Leader of the Year.
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I can think of no 
better way to safeguard the world’s natural re-
sources than to arm today’s youth with the 
tools necessary to preserve our precious envi-
ronment. 

That’s exactly the mission of Caretakers of 
the Environment International, a Pied Piper of 
sorts that leads youth along with a path of en-
vironmental awareness and activism. Young 
people from around the world answer the call 
of this nonprofit organization. They are taught 
the scientific lessons and practical skills to be-
come environmental leaders. 

A hallmark of the organization’s activities 
each year is its annual conference where the 
host country becomes a laboratory to explore 
the conference theme. Past conferences have 
probed such environmental themes as the 
‘‘Arctic and the Environment,’’ ‘‘Development 
and Research in Environmental Education,’’ 
and ‘‘Tourism and the Environment.’’ Costa 
Rica’s tropical ecosystems were the backdrop 
last year for the 13th annual conference where 
122 highly motivated students and teachers 
learned through workshops, field trips and so-
cial activities. Delegates visited rainforests, 
volcanoes and Pacific Ocean beaches to learn 
about biodiversity from expert guides. 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of 
Caretakers of the Environment-USA, an Amer-
ican affiliate of the international group. Care-
takers/USA reaches out to high school stu-
dents and teachers—with diverse interests 
and abilities—and involves them in community 
action that develops a spirit of national and 
international cooperation for environmental 
problem solving. 

Undoubtedly, Caretakers’ efforts to improve 
science education encourage young people to 
pursue environmental careers that will help 
protect the world’s environment. Mr. Speaker, 
I applaud the activities of Caretakers of the 
Environment and hope that my colleagues will 
join me in supporting its efforts.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am introducing legislation to protect 
New Jersey’s oceans and beaches from con-
tinued ocean dumping of harmful substances. 

Just a few miles off the coast of Sandy 
Hook lies an area that—after years of pro-
tracted debate and political maneuvering—was 
appropriately designated as the Historic Area 
Remediation Site (HARS). The designation 
was made to protect the site from the future 
dumping of toxic dredged mud. It was July, 
1996 when vice President Gore Triumphantly 

announced that the dumping would stop and 
the site—affectionately called the old Mud 
Dump—would be cleaned up with clean 
dredge material. 

Unfortunately, we now know that the 1996 
announcement was not an iron clad commit-
ment to end ocean dumping of toxic sludge. In 
a betrayal of our trust, the Clinton Administra-
tion’s Army Corps of engineers has approved 
permits allowing Castle Astoria Terminals, 
Inc., and Brooklyn Marine Terminals, to dump 
dredge materials that actually contain higher 
levels of contamination (including toxic PAHs 
and PCBs) than the stuff already in the Mud 
Dump. 

Mr. Speaker, common sense dictates that 
you cannot clean up something by capping it 
with a substance dirtier than the original mess. 
Unfortunately, the ‘‘category 1’’ standards in 
use by the Army Corps and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) are so insufficient 
that using the dredged mud from the Castle 
Astoria and Brooklyn Marine Terminals to re-
mediate the HRS is like trying to clean an oil 
spill by pouring nuclear waste on top of it. It 
will only make a bad situation even worse. 

Fortunately, the interests of keeping New 
Jersey’s and New York’s ports open, and pro-
tecting the environment and New Jersey’s 
multi-billion dollar tourist industry, are not mu-
tually exclusive. The people of New Jersey 
and New York need both the shipping and 
tourist industries to be healthy if our high 
standard of living is to be preserved. There 
are new ways to treat and decontaminate 
dredged materials so they are truly clean and 
pose no threat to the environment. New Jer-
sey has been very proactive in trying to find 
creative ways of disposing of dredged mate-
rials so we can avoid the need to dump at 
sea. For example, dredged materials have 
been used in Elizabeth to cap a brownfields 
site and turn a deserted eye sore into a pro-
ductive, job creating waterfront mall. 

The problem, however, is that the State of 
New York has done virtually nothing to look 
beyond ocean dumping for its dredging needs. 
Every objective, outside observer of the ocean 
dumping fight admits that New York is not 
pulling its own weight. And the bottom line is 
that as long as New York can easily and 
cheaply use the Jersey Shore as a dumping 
ground for its dredged soil, New York will 
never have any incentive to look for real alter-
natives. 

I mean to change that. Under the legislation 
I am introducing today, an immediate ban will 
be placed on any existing ocean dumping per-
mits at the Mud Dump to be issued by the 
Army Corps until new remediation standards 
are in place. 

The bill also requires the EPA, within 90 
days of enactment, to formulate a new set of 
remediation standards. These remediation 
standards were promised to New Jerseyans in 
1996, but four years later, they have still to be 
issued. We have waited long enough for these 
standards to be promulgated. It is time for the 
EPA to act to protect the health of our oceans 
and beaches. 

In addition, my legislation sets forth basic 
principles that the EPA must follow when de-
veloping and proposing new remediation ma-
terial standards. 

First, the actual level of contaminants (in-
cluding PAHs and PCBs) in the remediation 
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material must be significantly lower than the 
Mud Dump pollutants it is to be used to cover. 
Sadly, under the current and deeply flawed 
EPA ‘‘Category 1 standards,’’ pollutant levels 
in proposed dredge spoils can actually exceed 
by many orders of magnitude the levels found 
in the material at the Mud Dump. 

Second, the remediation material used at 
the Mud Dump must actually reduce pollution 
levels there. 

Third, the remediation material must be 
shown to reduce the harmful impacts on the 
environment and marine life caused by the 
toxins found in the Mud Dump. It bears noting 
that the reason the HARS was created was 
not to provide the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey with an unlimited dumping 
ground. The HARS was created to remediate 
and clean up the toxins on the ocean floor and 
prevent harmful bioaccumulation of toxins in 
the seafood we eat. 

Fourth, the new remediation standards must 
meet ‘sunshine laws’ that provide opportunities 
for a public notice and a public comment pe-
riod. This provision is needed because the 
Army Corps issued the Brooklyn Marine Ter-
minals permit without providing adequate pub-
lic notice for comment. On January 24th, 
2000, the Army Corps recognized its failure to 
provide adequate public comment and held a 
public meeting in New Jersey. 

Fifth, the goal of the new remediation stand-
ards is to eventually clean up the Mud Dump 
to reflect a contamination level that is substan-
tially equivalent to the level found naturally in 
the ocean. Given the amount of debate over 
what the EPA defines as ‘‘clean,’’ it is impor-
tant to set clear and common sense goals of 
what the word ‘‘clean’’ really means—restoring 
the oceans to their natural state. Only when 
consumers of seafood are reassured that the 
fish they eat are free from pollutants will the 
damage from ocean dumping be fully remedi-
ated. 

Lastly, the bill would permanently close the 
Mud Dump as soon as it is fully remediated 
and capped with a clean layer of sand and silt 
that prevents existing pollution at the bottom 
of the ocean from finding its way into our food 
chain. If the economy of New York and New 
Jersey are to remain vibrant and healthy, we 
need to continue exploring alternative dredge 
disposal methods now. The costs of inaction 
greatly outweigh the additional costs of alter-
native disposal methods when one factors in 
the $14.8 billion tourist and commercial fishing 
industry in New Jersey that will be seriously 
harmed if ocean dumping continues unabated.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the 1999 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ Silvia Pinal, 
chosen recently by the Mr. Amigo Association 
of Brownsville, Texas, and Matamoros, 
Tamaulipas, in Mexico. Each year the Mr. 
Amigo Association honors a Mexican citizen 
with the title of ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ and that person 
acts as a goodwill ambassador between our 

two countries. Their selection honors a man or 
woman who has made a lasting contribution to 
international solidarity and goodwill at the an-
nual Charro Days Festival. 

The Charro Days Festival is a pre-Lenten 
event, much like Mardi Gras in New Orleans, 
held in Brownsville and Matamoros. Charro 
Days festivities will last for several days; this 
year they will be February 23–27 and will in-
clude parades and appearances by Ms. Pinal. 
Charro Days is an opportunity to enjoy the 
unique border culture of the Rio Grande Valley 
area. 

During Charro Days, South Texans cele-
brate the food, music, dances and traditions of 
both the United States and Mexico. The U.S.-
Mexican border has a unique, blended history 
of cowboys, bandits, lawmen, farmers, fisher-
men, oil riggers, soldiers, scientists, entre-
preneurs, and teachers. 

The border has its own language and cus-
toms. On both sides of the border, there is a 
deep sense of history, much of which the bor-
der has seen from the front row. We have 
seen war and peace; we have known pros-
perity and bad times. Charro Days is a time 
for all of us to reflect on our rich history, to re-
member our past and to celebrate our future. 
The Mr. Amigo Award began in 1964 as an 
annual tribute to an outstanding Mexican cit-
izen. 

The 1999 Mr. Amigo, Ms. Pinal, has a ca-
reer in film, television and music, and, re-
cently, in public service, serving as a Senator 
for District 27 in Mexico City since 1998. She 
is also a philanthropist and a champion of 
women’s rights. Born in Guaymas, Sonora, 
Mexico, she considered her mother her 
strongest supporter. Her father, who served in 
the military, was also a journalist in both Mex-
ico and the United States, and Mayor of 
Tequisquiapan, Quertaro, Mexico. 

She considers her father her role model 
based on his political and community work. 
She studied at the Bellas Artes Academy, be-
ginning with a career in radio and eventually 
appearing in over 100 feature films. She 
starred in such international favorites as 
‘‘Mame,’’ ‘‘Que Tal Dolly,’’ and Gypsy.’’

I urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Silvia Pinal, the 1999 Mr. Amigo, as 
well as the cities of Brownsville and Mata-
moros, for their dedication to international 
goodwill between the United States and Mex-
ico.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to pause and remember a man 
that will be greatly missed. Jim Patti touched 
many people’s lives and was a friend to all. 
He passed away at the age of 49 on January 
26, 2000. 

Jim’s record of friendship began as early as 
anyone can remember him. When he was in 
grade school, his best friend went to a dif-
ferent school. They were both very happy 

when they ended up in the same high school. 
Jim was very active on the decorating com-
mittee for all of the dances sponsored by the 
high school. Jim enjoyed drawing and he 
would design all the decorations. 

Working at the family restaurant, Patti’s 
Restaurant, was always a part of Jim’s life. He 
started working at the family-owned business 
by the time he was seven years old. He was 
a busboy and a story-teller. He loved people 
and he would always remember the stories to 
tell about them. He also met his wife, Judy, at 
the restaurant. Eventually Jim and Judy took 
over ownership of the restaurant and remod-
eled it several times. They also owned J. Patti 
Construction. 

Jim also loved sports, especially Colorado 
sports. From the University of Colorado Buf-
falos to the Denver Broncos, Jim was always 
ready to get together to watch the game. Hav-
ing a good time was one of Jim’s fortes. He 
enjoyed having his family and friends. Even 
though the family was large, there was always 
enough love to go around. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I offer this 
tribute to Jim Patti, the ‘‘trunk of the family 
tree’’. He was a great friend to all and loved 
life to the fullest.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today to 
pay tribute to Judge Michael Farrell and Judge 
Leland B. Harris, who will be honored on Feb-
ruary 17, 2000, by the San Fernando Bar As-
sociation (SFVBA). Judge Farrell will be 
named the San Fernando Valley Bar Associa-
tion Judge of the Year and Judge Harris will 
be presented with a Special Recognition 
Award. 

Judge Farrell has enjoyed a long and distin-
guished judicial career. He currently serves as 
the Supervising Judge of the Los Angeles Su-
perior Court Northwest District. He was ele-
vated to this position in 1989, after being ap-
pointed to the Municipal Court Bench in 1986 
by former Governor Deukmejian. Prior to that, 
he served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Court Trust-
ee, and was an attorney for the San Fernando 
Valley Neighborhood Legal Services, Global 
Marine, Inc., and the law firms Early, Maslach, 
Foran & Williams; Hunt & Finn; and his broth-
er’s firm Coleman & Farrell. 

In addition to his numerous and substantial 
judicial responsibilities, Judge Farrell has been 
working with the SFVBA, Neighborhood Legal 
Services, and the Monroe High School magnet 
program to start a pilot self-help program. The 
program will provide free legal information and 
legal services to the public. He has also taken 
an active role in seeking Los Angeles County 
funds to repair the damage to his courthouse 
caused by the Northridge Earthquake. 
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